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February Meeting 

I am afraid that we have an unforeseen change of 
speaker this month. Neil Arlidge had been booked to 
speak to us about the “Adventures of the Tuesday 
Night Club”. However, due to a diary glitch, Neil is 
unable to attend but he has been re-booked to speak to 
us in November. 
We are very grateful to George Fleming who has 
stepped into the breach at very late notice. We had 
George down on our list of likely speakers for the 
future. Members will remember George’s excellent 
presentation of “Waterways at War” last July. His topic 
this month is “The Royal Military Canal”. 

Spring Outing 

I am pleased to confirm that the re-arranged Society 
outing to the Wey & Arun Canal will be held on 
Saturday 21 April. Details will be as before viz. we 
have chartered the Canal Trust’s narrow boat 
“Zachariah Keppel” which operates from the “Onslow 
Arms” at Loxwood in Sussex. The plan is to start the 
boat trip on the restored Loxwood Section at 10.30am. 
On our return, lunch can be taken in the “Onslow 
Arms”. We are hoping that, as planned originally, the 
Trust Chairman, Peter Foulger, will be able to show 
members around his restored Brewhurst Mill, just a 

short distance away from the canal. We are awaiting 
confirmation regarding that aspect. 
The cost for the boat trip will be £7.50 per person or £5 
for children. Members will be responsible for making 
their own way to Loxwood (in accordance with our 
usual practice) and for the cost of meals etc. 
The “Zachariah Keppel” only accommodates 30 
passengers so early booking is essential. Full details of 
this trip including Maureen Greenham’s contact 
information are on the back page of this Newsletter. 

Skittles Evening 

A reminder about the Society Skittles Evening, 
organised by Rogan Olding, which will be held at “The 
Kings Head” in Hursley on Friday 9 March. Rogan and 
I were delighted with the initial response to the 
announcement of this event when seventeen members 
expressed interest. The total cost is £10 per person 
which includes food. The maximum capacity of the 
skittle alley is about thirty and similar Society events in 
the past have sold out. So don’t miss the opportunity of 
joining with your colleagues in this excellent social 
event. Full details are advertised on the back page of 
this Newsletter. Rogan will now require your money to 
confirm the booking! 

Paul Herbert 

Chairman’s Column 

This is always a very popular and well attended annual 
event and this year’s was no exception. As last year, 
we were shown slides, photographs and digital images. 
The following members exhibited their work: Anne 
Coleman, Brian Evans, David James, Frank Stokes, 
Tony Fry, Paul Taylor, Michael Pomeroy and Andy 
Berncastle. 
We saw:- 

A range of photographs of various waterways across 
England, together with the Forth & Clyde Canal, 
waterways in China, and in Spain. 

 Some unusual shots included a ship’s cat, stowaway 
duck, sunken cars, drive-in fish & chip shop (for 
boats!!!), a Spanish fish, Cormorant fishermen and a 
buffalo in the shallows (the latter two in China). 

Major heritage and architectural features, such as 
Bugsworth Basins, Ironbridge, ornate sculptured 
street lamp at Marple, Middlesbrough Transporter 
Bridge, brick built A4 Pacific Locomotive sculpture 
in Darlington, Gateshead’s Angel of the North, the 
Falkirk Wheel, Tooley’s Dock in Banbury (before 
‘restoration and conservation’), Gloucester Docks, 
Stourport Basins & Locks, Hay Inclined Plane, 

Bingley Five-Rise, statue of Sir Titus Salt,  etc etc 
etc 

 Scenes of the Society’s outing to Whitchurch Silk 
Mill and Longbridge Mill last year and the IWA trip 
to China 16 years ago. 

(Sorry I cannot include details of all the photographs 
shown – simply far too many to list them all). 
During the evening we ran the annual photographic 
competition, which attracted eight entries. As always 
there was a varied range of exhibits but the clear 
winner was Brian Evans with a photograph of the River 
Severn at Worcester, who was awarded with the prize 
of a bottle of wine. Congratulations Brian. 
Thanks to all those members who participated in a very 
interesting and enjoyable evening. 
Particular thanks to Peter Oates who spent the evening 
juggling with images in different formats, moving 
quickly from the Society’s trusty old slide projector to 
our episcope to the laptop with its linked projector. 
Well done Peter – you must admit we always try and 
keep you on your toes! Thanks also to Peter and Laura 
for the loan of their laptop and projector.  

Paul Herbert 

January Meeting 
Members’ Slides, Prints and Photo Competition  

Organised by the IWA Solent & Arun Branch: 
Sun 1 Jul 2007 - A transit of Port Creek between 
Portsea Island and the mainland. Trailable motor boats 
with a low headroom should be able to navigate from 
Fareham town quay all the way through to Langstone 
harbour, for a one way or return trip. High water is 
around 13:00 BST 

Sat 15 Sep 2007 - All boats invited for the bi-annual 
Hamble cruise, from Swanwick to Curbridge and 
Botley Quay. High water around 14:30 will take us up 
for a pub/picnic lunch and a visit to the restored quay 
on the second rise in the tide. 
Further information from Peter Boyce: 07729 139765. 
Email: pete@phobox.com 

Local Cruises 

mailto:pete@phobox.com
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News of the Waterways 

Breach on the Brecon & Abergavenny Canal 

A 1.5-mile stretch of the Brecon and Abergavenny Canal in South 
Wales was drained following a breach on 17 January. A culvert 
beneath the bed of the waterway had collapsed, allowing water to 
escape from the canal channel and run into the adjacent river Usk. 
BW's engineers undertook an initial survey of the site and made 
safe the surrounding area over the next two days.  Contractors were 
sourced and commenced on site on Monday 22nd January. Design 
engineers have been on site throughout 22nd to 26th January and 
are currently finalising timings for the completion of necessary 
works. Repairs are expected to cost in the region of £500,000. 
The canal and its towing path will remain closed between Bridge 
122, two miles west of Llangattock, and Bridge 129, close to the 
village of Llangynidr. None of the boats that use the canal were 
affected by the sudden reduction in water levels. 
BW has previously said that, following the funding cuts, it has no 
spare budget for repairs if there were to be a major breach on its 
waterways over the winter. Until BW engineers have assessed the 
scale of the works needed to repair this breach, it is not clear how 
quickly repairs can be put in hand. 
John Fletcher, IWA national chairman, took part in Radio 5 Live's 
'drivetime' programme the afternoon of 16th January, and drew 
attention to the risks and adverse consequences of the DEFRA cuts 
in funding for BW and the Environment Agency, pointing out the 
difficulties that could occur in the event of a breach such as this. 
A full report and pictures of the breach are on IWA website 
www.waterways.org.uk/News/OtherWaterwaysNews/Breach 

Protest Cruise 

The protest cruise past the Houses of Parliament on Tuesday 16th 
January was a resounding success. There was a good selection of 
boats, large and small, all with appropriate banners. Eight MPs, a 
selection of TV crews and media reporters, and representatives 
from all the user main user groups (including IWA vice presidents 
David and Sheila Suchet and Chris Coburn) took part in the cruise 
aboard the passenger vessel Kingwood (provided free of charge by 
King Cruisers) organised by IWA and British Marine Federation. 
The rain just held up for all the MPs to stand out on deck and wave 
their support; there were no accidents or unwanted incidents, and 
the media coverage exceeded expectation. The event appeared on 
the breakfast, lunchtime and early evening news of nearly all the 
TV channels, featured on Radio 4’s Farming Today programme in 
the morning, and a seven-minute live interview with John Fletcher 
on Radio 5 Live at peak-listening time in the afternoon. David 
Suchet featured as ‘IWA’s spokesman’ on BBC News. The event 
also featured on local radio programmes throughout the country, as 
well as in many newspapers, including, prior to the event, the Daily 
Express and Sunday Telegraph. There are photos of the cruise on 
IWA’s web site www.waterways.org.uk/ and also at 
www.saveourwaterways.org.uk 

Lorry Hits Middlewich Aqueduct 

Middlewich Aqueduct which carries the Middlewich Branch of the 
Shropshire Union Canal over the A530 was struck by a skip lorry 
on Thursday 25th January.  The impact resulted in the spandrel 
wall above the arch ring being lifted approximately 200mm 
upwards and 50mm outwards.  This wall is now unstable and 
requires urgent repair. The structure is Grade II listed. 
Navigation and visitors on the towing path are unaffected at present 
and the waterway remains open. The A530 has been closed and 
will remain so until the works are complete. BW’s contractors 
planned to commence works on site on Tuesday 30th January. The 
works are expected to take 4 weeks. 

There are pictures and a fuller copy of this report at 
www.waterways.org.uk/News/OtherWaterwaysNews/MiddlewichBranch 

Visitors to BW waterways 

BW have provided the following breakdown of numbers of visitors 
to their waterways for 2005: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This works out to a government contribution of just over 18p per 
visit - without taking into account all the other benefits of the 
inland waterways such as their drainage function, which is 
otherwise unpaid for. 
Whilst comparable figures are not available for the waterways 
managed by the Environment Agency, it is considered likely that 
similar proportions of visitors benefit from its waterways, albeit 
that towing paths are not consistent alongside all river navigations.  
The figures were requested by users at a meeting with BW to help 
demonstrate to politicians the wide diversity of people benefiting 
from the waterways, albeit that only a very small percentage of 
these people make a direct contribution. 
IWA remains totally dissatisfied with the poor response from 
government ministers to the representations made by waterway 
users, and over 200 MPs, for the cuts to grant-in-aid to be restored.   

Future Protest Events 

A programme of events is being organised throughout the country 
over the weekend of 3rd & 4th March, similar to that organised 
over the last weekend in November 2006.  However, the emphasis 
on this occasion will be to demonstrate the widest support of all 
waterway users, as well as boaters.  IWA is working closely with 
all other waterway user groups in this campaign and is encouraging 
all IWA branches to consider organising an event in their area, and 
to invite local MPs along to accept letters of protest to deliver to 
government. 
Events are currently being organised at Camden Lock, London; 
Braunston; Marsworth; Devizes, Newbury and Pewsey on the 
Kennet & Avon; Hertford; Leicester; and Cheddleton on the 
Caldon Canal. In addition to these definite plans, there are 
possible events being discussed for Pontcysyllte, the Rufford 
Branch, Macclesfield, Fradley and Tamworth. 

Other News 

Early Day Motion 90 (Inland Waterways No 2) currently has 
signatures from 207 MPs - sixth out of 821 motions. EDM 50 
(Inland Waterways) has also been signed by 157 MPs. There are at 
least six further EDMs with waterways related motions. Some Tory 
MPs have expressed some reluctance to support EDM 90 because 
of the requested guarantee of funding for BW. 
Will Chapman's e-petition to the Prime Minister on the Number 10 
website (http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/SaveOurWaterways/) currently has 
been signed by 5,605 members of the public but still needs more. This 
petition must be signed by 21 February 2007. 

Based on IWA News and Press Releases 

Visits to a specific attraction 6.5 million 
Visits from anglers 4.8 million 
Visits to use a boat with an engine 7.3 million 
Visits to use a boat without an engine 1.6 million 
Visits to walk, ramble, run for leisure 116.1 million 
Visits to walk dogs 90.0 million 
Visits to get somewhere else 41.3 million 
Visits from cyclists 24.7 million 
Visits for other purpose 4.9 million 

Total Visits 297.2 million 

www.waterways.org.uk/News/OtherWaterwaysNews/Breach
www.waterways.org.uk/
www.saveourwaterways.org.uk
www.waterways.org.uk/News/OtherWaterwaysNews/MiddlewichBranch
http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/SaveOurWaterways/


PAGE 3 ISSUE 410 : FEBRUARY 2007 N E W S L E T T E R  

Thu 1 Feb 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS "The Royal Military Canal" with George Fleming. Chilworth Parish Hall, 
Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384. 

Sun 18 Feb 2007 
10.00am 

Somersetshire 
Coal CS 

Walk - Wellow Tunnel. Meet at Wellow station car park. Mike Chapman: 01225 426948 Email: 
mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk. 

Wed 21 Feb 2007 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

“The RNLI Teddington Lifeboat Station” with Bob Tough. Parish Pavilion, 
Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey.  

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter 
Coxhead (01932 344564).  

Wed 28 Feb 2007 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

“The Dorset & Somerset Canal” by Derrick Hunt. The Stone Building, 
Newbury Wharf, Newbury. 

Graham Smith: 01635 580356  
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net 

Thu 1 Mar 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Ron & Myra Glover will talk about “The Rivers of Southern Germany: The 
Main, The Rhine, and The Lahn”. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, 
Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Fri 9 Mar 2007 
7.30pm 

Southampton CS Skittles Evening at the Kings Head, Hursley. Tickets £10 to include 
buffet meal. Booking essential. See also page 1 of this Newsletter. 

Rogan Olding: 02380 263660  Email: 
olding@freenet.co.uk 

Thu 15 Mar 2007 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

“The canal that never was – Friends, foes, families, feuds, finance and 
failure.” Derrick Hunt will be talking about the Dorset and Somerset 
Canal. The Green Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron & 
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk 

Wed 21 Mar 
2007 8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

“The Manchester Ship Canal” with Richard Thomas. Parish Pavilion, 
Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey. 

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter 
Coxhead (01932 344564). 

Wed 28 Mar 
2007 7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

“Waterways Past & Present” by Derek Pratt. The Stone Building, 
Newbury Wharf, Newbury. 

Graham Smith: 01635 580356  
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net 

Fri 30 Mar 2007 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

AGM followed by photographer Alan Copeland on "Curiosities in the 
Chiltern". Turnham's Farm Hall, Little Heath Road, Tilehurst, Reading. 

John and Pam Swift: 0118 9415540 
Email: johns@360swift.com 

Thu 5 Apr 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS "The Moving Meadow" by Peter Boyce. He will also be talking about the 
work he has carried out on his tug 'James Loader'. Chilworth Parish Hall, 
Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Wed 18 Apr 2007 
8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

“The canals de l'Est and the Rhone au Rhin” - an illustrated talk by 
Robin Higgs. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, nr Woking, Surrey. 

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter 
Coxhead (01932 344564). 

Sat 21 Apr 2007 
10.30am 

Southampton CS Society boat trip on the Wey & Arun Canal at Loxwood, Sussex aboard 
the 'Zachariah Keppel'. Meet at the Onslow Arms, Loxwood, Sussex. See 
page 1 of this Newsletter. 

Maureen Greenham: 02380 406951. 
Email: maureen.greenham@dsl.pipex.com 

Sat 21 Apr 2007 Chichester Ship 
Canal Trust 

Boat Cavalcade, including the CSCT tug fleet and small trailable boats. 
Launching in the canal basin in Chichester, south of the railway station. 

Dave Anderson: 01243 771363 Email: 
daveandcolleen@tiscali.co.uk 

Wed 25 Apr 2007 
7.45pm 

Kennet & Avon 
CT 

Wey & Arun Canal Restoration Update with Jim Phillips preceded by 
AGM. The Stone Building, Newbury Wharf, Newbury. 

Graham Smith: 01635 580356  
Email : grahamv.smith@virgin.net 

Thu 26 Apr 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Details not finalised but Roger Squires promises us “something exotic”. 
Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Sun 29 Apr 2007 
10.30am 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Visit to Fussell's Balance lock on The Dorset & Somerset Canal at Mells 
near Frome. Meet 10.30am, visit the excavation site, lunch at The 
Talbot Pub where artefacts and plans may be viewed. Cost approx £2 
per person. 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron & 
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk 

Sun 13 May 2007 Wey & Arun CT WACT will host a small and trailable boat rally at Loxwood on the Wey & 
Arun Canal. Come and see the progress on the new lock and road 
crossing, and view the new aqueduct. 

WACT: 01403 752403. Email: 
office@weyandarun.co.uk 

Wed 16 May 
2007 8.00pm 

Surrey & 
Hampshire CS 

Pablo Haworth with “The story of Bailey Bridging” with details of bridges 
on the Basingstoke Canal. Parish Pavilion, Station Road, Chobham, nr 
Woking, Surrey. 

David Millett (01252 617364) or Peter 
Coxhead (01932 344564). 

Thu 17 May 2007 
7.30pm 

IWA Salisbury 
Group 

Richard Thomas will be talking on "Waterway Wonders". A tour of some 
of the engineering marvels around the waterways system. The Green 
Dragon, Alderbury, Salisbury. 

Jon Van de Geer: 01722 412841. Ron & 
Myra Glover: 01722 710322 Email: 
glover3@gotadsl.co.uk 

Thu 4 Oct 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Performance by Day-Star Theatre. Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, 
Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Thu 6 Dec 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS Inter-Society Waterways Quiz and American Supper. Chilworth Parish 
Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Sat 19 May 2007 IWA Solent & 
Arun 

The annual Gerry and Ivy Skinner memorial cruise from Pulborough to 
Pallingham and back, to maintain regular navigation of the tidal River 
Arun. For small boats and canoes. HW at Pulborough about 17:00 BST. 

Peter Boyce: 07729 139765. Email: 
pete@phobox.com 

Sat 9 Jun 2007 Wey & Arun CT WACT will host a small and trailable boat rally at Lordings flood lock and 
aqueduct. 

WACT: 01403 752403. Email: 
office@weyandarun.co.uk 

Thu 1 Nov 2007 
7.45pm 

Southampton CS "Adventures of the Tuesday Night Club" with Neil Arlidge. Chilworth 
Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

Eric Lewis: 023 8086 0384 

Time Organiser Detai ls  Contact  

The following is a list of waterway events taking place within 
approximately 50 miles of Southampton.  Hopefully you can find 
something to interest you.  Whilst every effort is made to ensure 
the correctness of this information, please check with the listed 

contact who will be glad to confirm and supply further details of 
that event. 
If YOU know of an event taking place that should be in this list 
then please contact the editor. 

Waterways Diary 

mailto:mike@chapman76.fsnet.co.uk.
mailto:grahamv.smith@virgin.net
mailto:olding@freenet.co.uk
mailto:glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:grahamv.smith@virgin.net
mailto:johns@360swift.com
mailto:maureen.greenham@dsl.pipex.com
mailto:daveandcolleen@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:grahamv.smith@virgin.net
mailto:glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:office@weyandarun.co.uk
mailto:glover3@gotadsl.co.uk
mailto:pete@phobox.com
mailto:office@weyandarun.co.uk
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President: 
Brian Evans. 

Chairman: 
Paul Herbert, 25 Rosemoor Grove, Chandler’s Ford, 
Hampshire, SO53 1TB.  Tel: 023 8026 2365. 
Email: paul@herbertpaul.wanadoo.co.uk 

Secretary: 
Eric Lewis, 51 Friars Croft, Calmore, Southampton, 
SO40 2SS.  Tel: 023 8086 0384 
E-mail: sue.eric.lewis@ukonline.co.uk 

Vice Chairman, Treasurer & Membership Secretary: 
Laura Sturrock, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford, 
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH.  Tel: 01327 341798.  
Email: laura@whitenap.plus.com 

Acting Treasurer & Membership Secretary 
Anne Coleman, 14 Redmoor Close, Bitterne, Southampton, 
SO18 4DH.  Tel: 023 8086 6272.  Email: wiseowl@tcp.co.uk 

Committee: 
Maureen Greenham, Peter Oates, Alan Rose, David Townley-
Jones 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: 
Peter Oates, 39 Church Street, Nether Heyford, 
Northamptonshire, NN7 3LH.  Tel: 01327 341798.  
Email: peter@whitenap.plus.com 

Society Website: 
http://www.whitenap.plus.com 

Meetings: 
Normally 1st Thursday each month at 7.45pm. (See Water-
ways Diary.)  Chilworth Parish Hall, Chilworth, Southampton. 

SOUTHAMPTON CANAL SOCIET Y 
Established 1967 

The objectives of the Society are to foster interest in canals and inland waterways, to assist in their preservation, restoration and 
development, and to give practical help on waterway projects. 

THE KINGS HEAD, HURSLEY 
 

FRIDAY 9 MARCH 2007 
7.30PM 

 
 
 
 
 
 

£10 PER HEAD INCLUSIVE OF BUFFET 
Menu: 
Curry 

Sweet & Sour Chicken 
Lasagne 

Vegetarian Option 

Bookings and further information from 
ROGAN OLDING 

Tel: 02380 263660 
Email: olding@freenet.co.uk 

WEY & ARUN CANAL 
LOXWOOD RESTORED SECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On nb ZACHARIAH KEPPEL 
 

SATURDAY 21 APRIL 2007 
10.30AM 

Meet at the “ONSLOW ARMS”, LOXWOOD, SUSSEX 

Possible visit to the restored Brewhurst Mill 

ADULTS: £7.50  CHILDREN: £5.00 

Bookings and further information from 

MAUREEN GREENHAM 
Tel: 02380 406951 

Email: maureen.greenham@dsl.pipex.com 

mailto:paul@herbertpaul.wanadoo.co.uk
mailto:sue.eric.lewis@ukonline.co.uk
mailto:laura@whitenap.plus.com
mailto:wiseowl@tcp.co.uk
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